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Abstract: To improve the sensitivity of a plastic optical fiber (POF) evanescent wave sensor with the
normal core-cladding structure, the sensitive region of the sensor was aged in vacuum and distilled
water. In the ageing treatment, the partial coating of the POF was removed firstly, the uncoated
region with the normal core-cladding structure was employed as the sensing region of the sensor, then
the sensing region of the sensor was aged in vacuum and distilled water, respectively. The light
transmission and sensitivity of the sensor after ageing different time in vacuum and distilled water

were compared, and the effects of ageing treatment on the light transmission and sensitivity of the
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sensor were analyzed. The research indicates that after ageing treatment, the core refractive index of
the POF and the material composition are changed, which allows the light transmission mode in the
optic fiber, the penetration depth and transmission length of the effective evanescent wave at the
surface of sensing region to be changed, so that the light transmission property is dropped. The
experimental results also show that the sensitivity of the aged sensor in the glucose solutions firstly is
increased, subsequently decreased with the increase of the ageing time, and the maximum sensitivity
in the vacuum has reached —0. 004 2/g « (100 mL) ' at temperature of 105 °C and ageing time for 20
min, higher than that of sensors with the ageing treatment in the distilled water. The research
provides technological supports for developments of POF evanescent wave sensors with higher
sensitivity and normal core-cladding structures.

Key words: optical fiber sensor; evanescent wave sensor; plastic optical fiber; normal cladding-core

structure; aging treatment; sensitivity; light transmission
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of experimental system
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transmitted light intensity of Plastic Optical
Fibers(POFs)
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